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Name: Issa Ahmed Abed-Alhamid Karake

DOB: 1961

Position: Director of the PLO Commission of Prisoners and Released Prisoners 2014 -
present (Previous Minister of Prisoners 2009 - 2014)

Executive summary

Issa Karake is the senior Palestinian Authority (PA) bureaucrat responsible for the
payment of salaries to terrorist prisoners. In addition, Karake is regularly involved in
the glorification and justification of acts of terrorism.

The material provided in this brief by Palestinian Media Watch includes official pay
slips of the PA to terrorist murderers, sworn affidavits from PA representatives and
items collected from the official PA media by Palestinian Media Watch.

The unequivocal evidence shows that the PA is, and has been for many years, paying
salaries to Palestinian terrorists based on one criteria alone — that their terrorist actions
were committed as part of his participation “against the occupation”.

The evidence shows that the PA salaries are paid only to terrorists. Palestinian
prisoners accused of criminal, non-terror related, offences are not entitled to the
salaries. All Palestinian terrorist prisoners are entitled to receive the salary from the
PA, including terrorists who are members of E.O. 13224 designated terrorist groups.
In his official capacity, Karake is directly responsible for facilitating these payments.

In addition to heading the mechanism that finances the terrorists Karake himself has
also incited violence and terror.
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Expanded brief

In the capacity of his position as the Head of the PA Authority of Prisoners and Released Prisoners
Issa Karake is directly in charge of the PA/PLO institution that pays salaries to terrorist
prisoners and released prisoners.

According to the Palestinian Authority Law of Prisoners and Released Prisoners of 2004 the
Palestinian terrorists who are entitled to receive a salary are **Anyone imprisoned in the
occupation's [Israel's] prisons as a result of his participation in the struggle against the
occupation™ (Para. 1)

These payments are made to all Palestinian terrorists, including those who were and remain
members in E.O. 13224 designated terrorist organizations such as Hamas (a.k.a. the Islamic
Resistance Movement); the PFLP (a.k.a. Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine); Palestinian
Islamic Jihad; and the Al-Agsa Martyrs Brigade.

The salaries are not paid to Palestinians imprisoned for committing other criminal offences that were
not part of the “struggle against the occupation”.

Palestinian Media Watch (PMW) has been documenting and exposing the PA’s practice of paying
salaries to Palestinian terrorists since 2011. PMW’s raising of international awareness of this
practice resulted in mounting pressure from international donors on the PA to stop this practice or
face the possibility of losing the financial support of those donors.

In August 2014, the PA claimed to acquiesce to international pressure, and announced that it had
closed the PA Ministry of Prisoners’ Affairs, and that salaries to prisoners will no longer be paid by
the PA but by a newly formed PLO Commission of Prisoners’ Affairs.

The new PLO Commission is identical to the old PA Ministry of Prisoners’ Affairs in everything but
name. The Commission and the salary payments to prisoners remain under the "supervision™ of the
"Palestinian presidency," i.e., Mahmoud Abbas. The PA Minister of Prisoners’ Affairs — Issa Karake
- became the director of the PLO Commission of Prisoners’ Affairs.

The PA’s deliberate attempt to mislead the international community would later be exposed, in 2016,
by PMW and would be referred to as the “Billion Dollar Fraud™?.

According to the PA law and regulations, the salaries paid in 2017 were as follows:
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http://palwatch.org/STORAGE/special%20reports/PMW%20report,%20PA%20billion%20dollar%20fraud,%20270416.p
df



PMW &>
Palestinian Media Watch

Palestinian Authority Salaries to Terrorist Prisoners
A prisoner's salary increases with jail time

Time in Jail
0-3 YEARS 1,400 shekels/month (= $ao01)

2,000 shekels/month (= $573)

4,000 shekels/month (= $1,148)

6,000 shekels/month (= $1,719)

7,000 shekels/month (= $2,006)

8,000 shekels/month (= $2,292)

10,000 shekels/month (= $2,865)

12,000 shekels/month (= $3,438)

3-5 YEARS
5-10 YEARS
10-15 YEARS
15-20 YEARS
20-25 YEARS
25-30 YEARS
30+ YEARS

PER WIFE + 300 shekels/month (= $86)
+ 50 shekels/month (= $14)
+ 30i shekelsj'month (=

+ 500 shekels/month (=

PER CHILD

JERUSALEM RESIDENT 100 shekels = $28.65 (July 1, 2017)

Additions

$86)
$143)

ISRAEL RESIDENT
Source: Regulation of Payment of the Monthly Salary to the Prisoner and His Family, Mo. 18, 2010, still in effect in 2017
- Number of prisoners: 6,300 [PLO Commission of Prisoners’ Affairs, Al-Hayat Al-ladida, July 12, 2017]

- PA budget in 2017 for salary payments to prisoners: 550 million shekels ($158 million) PMW - g‘\
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Proof that the salaries are in fact being paid

While PMW learnt of the payment of the salaries by the PA to the terrorists through the official PA
media and thereafter by researching the relevant PA laws, in a rare incident, PMW received copies
of official PA documents that proved the payment of the salaries to a number of prisoners. The
documents referred to Muhammad Arman and Walid Anjas who were convicted for their
involvement in the following terror attacks:

e The Moment Café suicide bombing, March 2002 - 11 civilians murdered;
e The Sheffield Club, suicide bombing, May 7, 2002 — 15 civilians murdered;

e The Hebrew University cafeteria suicide bombing July 2003 - 9 civilians murdered,
including 3 American citizens (Benjamin Blutstein, 25, of Pennsylvania, David Gritz, 24, of

Massachusetts and Ruth Coulter, 36, of New York)

A total of 35 civilians were killed in the three attacks and approximately 200 were injured. The
terrorists were both convicted and sentenced to 36 life sentences.

The BBC reported on their conviction on Nov. 3, 2003:

“Hamas bombers sentenced to life
An Israeli military court has sentenced two Palestinians to 36 life terms each for their

role in suicide bombings in which dozens of people died... Mohammed Hassan Arman and
Walid Anjas, from the Jerusalem suburb of Silwan, said they did not regret their actions...

The three-judge panel said the pair cared only about themselves.
"The looks on their faces and the smiles of the accused when the prosecutor mentioned the

victims cannot leave any doubt about their lack of conscience," the judges wrote.
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"They showed that the lives of other people mean nothing to them."
[http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/3251426.stm]

Arman and Anjas, members of Hamas responsible for the murder of 36 people, received full
Palestinian Authority salaries from the day of their arrest. The following are copies of the actual PA
monthly payment statements

Muhammad Arman
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Walid Anjas
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Payments made to the
terrorist

Note the jump in the salary
paid (from 1,300 Shekels to
4,000 shekels). This jump
reflected a rise in the salaries
paid.

In June 2011, Anjas had
served between 5 - 10 years
in jail (entitling him to a basic
salary of 4,000 Shekels a
month).
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In addition, in the course of civil litigation being conducted in the Jerusalem District Court, PMW
obtained a sworn affidavit of PA defence witness Jawad Amawi. According to the affidavit, Amawi
served as the Head of the Legal Department of the PA Ministry of Prisoners’ Affairs from 2008 to
2014. The affidavit confirms that the PA paid and is currently paying the salaries to the terrorists.

The following is a translation of the relevant sections of Amawi’s affidavit:

Expert Opinion

| the undersigned, Jawad Amawi, 1.D.
313872079, was asked by the Carmeli-Armon
Law Firm to give my professional opinion
regarding payments to the Palestinian
prisoners’ families.

| give my opinion here in place of in-court
testimony, and | hereby declare that it is well
known to me that regarding the instructions of
the criminal law concerning false testimony
under oath in court, my signed opinion here is
the same as testimony under oath given in
court.

The details of my education:

1990: Graduate of the University of Jordan,
faculty of law

Current position: Advisor to the [PA] minister of
finance, including advising on matters of
legislation concerning the Ministry of Finance.

The details of my professional experience:

1994-2001: Private attorney.

Member of the Palestinian Bar
Association’s legislative committee, which
coordinated its work with the Palestinian
Council’s constitution, law, and justice
committee.

2001-2003: Attorney  Expert in the NGO Al-
Qanoun, which dealt in prisoners’ affairs
and topics relevant to international law.

2003-2008: Member of a program sponsored
by UNICEF of the UN that specialized in
providing legal aid to prisoner minors and
women, which passed to the hands of the
Swedish organization Sida in 2006.
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2008-2014: Establishing and managing the
legal department of the Palestinian [PA]
Ministry of Prisoners’ [Affairs].

Member of the Palestinian [PA]
government’s legislative committee, whose
role includes examining all of the bills and
legislation.

2009-2013: Chairman of the subcommittee on
the regulations of the Prisoners’ Law.

In addition, in all my years of work |
privately represented security prisoners in
the [Israeli] military courts, in conjunction
with my public work.

A. History of the legislation

3. Palestinian prisoners’ families have received
payments during terms of imprisonment since
the 1970s. The responsibility for transferring
the payments passed between different organs
throughout the years. This is a long-standing
tradition of financial support for the families of
those who struggled for the Palestinian
people’s independence.

6. Payments to the families of the prisoners in
the Israeli prisons began in May 1995, as
budgeting of aid from the Palestinian National
Authority’s Ministry of Social Affairs (which
corresponds to the Ministry of Welfare in
Israel) [parentheses in source]. The amount of
the aid was $100 a month for the family of an
unmarried prisoner, and $150 for the family of
a married prisoner. The rate of the dollar at the
time was approximately 3 Israeli shekels = $1.
On Jan. 1, 1998, the budgeting was raised by
an amount of 200 Israeli shekels to each
family. In 1999, the budgeting was updated to
700 Israeli shekels for families of unmarried
prisoners, and 800 Israeli shekels for families
of married ones.

8. Only on Dec. 27, 2004, was the Law of the
Prisoners and Released Prisoners legislated.
This was the first act of legislation that dealt
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with the problem of the prisoners who were not
released from the prisons, as was agreed in
the Oslo Accords. The law was accepted by
the Palestinian Legislative Council (i.e., the PA
Parliament), approved by the [PA] president,
and published in the Records. The law was not
presented before the Joint Israeli-Palestinian
Committee for Legislation because the
committee ended its activity with the end of the
transitional period in 2001, whereas the law
was legislated in 2004.

Attached herewith is the Law of the Prisoners
and Released Prisoners 2004 and its

translation to Hebrew, and they are marked A.

9. The law determined general principles
regarding the prisoners, the most important of
which is the principle according to which it is
the responsibility of the [Palestinian] Authority
to bring about the prisoners’ release from the
prisons and to provide them and their families
with aid, among other things in obtaining an
education and in paying medical insurance.
The law also determined aid for released
prisoners, because experience showed that
prior to its legislation many individual requests
for aid were made by released prisoners.

11. In the period between Jan. 1, 2004, and
Dec. 31, 2010, after the prisoners were not
released in accordance with the layout of Oslo
and the cost of living rose, the amounts of the
payments were updated in administrative
decisions (as the regulations on the matter had
not yet been put in place) as follows:

(A table is presented of monthly allowances in
Israeli shekels according to the number of
years of imprisonment —Ed.)

12. The amounts were paid on the basis of the
years of actual imprisonment, such that in the
initial years of imprisonment the prisoners’
families received support of a small amount of
1,000 Israeli shekels per month. The more the
actual imprisonment continued, the more the
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amount gradually rose.

13. In addition, release grants were given to
aid released prisoners in withstanding the
expenses of returning to life and rehabilitation.
The amounts ranged from $500-$10,000 per
prisoner, in accordance with the years of actual
imprisonment before the release. The release
grant is not given to every released prisoner,
and he is examined according to his socio-
economic status and sources of income.

15. With the end of the second Intifada (i.e.,
PA terror campaign 2000-2005 Ed.) and the
rise of the government of [PA Prime Minister]
Dr. Salam Fayyad, a reorganization of the
Palestinian institutions began on the basis of
international principles and accounting and
audit systems. At this point an urgent need
arose for a legal basis for the payments that
until then were paid to the prisoners’ families
only based on administrative decisions without
legal legislation, and to amend regulations to
the Law of the Prisoners and Released
Prisoners as was determined by the law.

16. As part of the reorganization, the [PA]
Ministry of Prisoners and Released Prisoners’
Affairs was established in 2008, and the entire
field was transferred to its care.

17. A collection of special regulations for the
Law of the Prisoners and Released Prisoners
from 2004 was published only in 2010:
Procedure of Legal Aid for the Prisoners (No.
22 of 2010); Procedure Ensuring the Needs of
the Prisoners Imprisoned in Israeli Prisons (No.
21 of 2010); Validation of the Exemption from
Registration Fees for Education and Health
Insurance for Released Prisoners (No. 19 of
2010); Procedure of Paying a Monthly Salary
to the Prisoner (No. 23 of 2010). The
procedure defines a salary “for the prisoner’s
family or for the prisoner himself,” which will be
given to a prisoner who has no other salary
and will end on the day of his release. The
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procedures were approved by the Palestinian
[PA] government by law and were published in
the 2010 Records. In 2013, Procedure of
Ensuring Employment for Released Prisoners
(No. 15 of 2013), which deals with jobs for the
released prisoners in order to allow them a life
in dignity, was also published. The regulations
codified the general matters that were written
in the law regarding the payment for the
prisoner, and determined that the payment
would be transferred to the prisoners’ families.
When implementing the regulations |
personally direct the payments to the
prisoners’ families.

Attached herewith is a copy of the collections
of regulations and their translations to Hebrew,
and they are marked B.

19. In accordance with the regulations, starting
in 2011 the amount of the monthly payments to
the prisoners’ families was raised significantly.
There were several main reasons for updating
the amounts:

A. The last update of the amounts took place
seven years prior to then, in 2004.

B. The previous amounts did not reach the
lowest standard of a family’s living necessities,
and did not allow the prisoners’ families a life in
dignity, particularly those whose providers
were and are in prison for many years.

C. The Palestinian National Authority
attempted to curb the popular anger and
prevent a revolution of protest against what
was perceived as its failure to release the
prisoners.

D. The deterioration of the political, economic,
and social situation, and the absence of any
political horizon.

The updated amounts starting from 2011 are:

Years of Actual Monthly Payment
Imprisonment in Israeli Shekels
0-3 1,400
3-5 2,000
5-10 4,000
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10-15 6,000
15-20 7,000
20-25 8,000
25-30 10,000
30+ 12,000

20. The amounts are paid according to the
years of actual imprisonment. In other words,
In the initial years of imprisonment small sums
are paid, and as the actual imprisonment
continues and the prisoner is not released, the
sums that are paid to his family rise gradually.

22. The family of a security prisoner that lives
in Jerusalem receives an additional payment of
300 Israeli shekels due to the disparities in the
cost of living. The family of a security prisoner
that lives in the territory of the State of Israel
receives an addition of 500 Israeli shekels due
to the disparities in the cost of living.

23. For a prisoner who was employed by the
Palestinian Authority before his imprisonment,
his family will continue to receive the amount of
his salary during the imprisonment, even if the
payments that he deserves according to the
regulations are lower...

24. In 2014, the Palestinian National Authority
Ministry of Prisoners’ [Affairs] was cancelled,
and it became a separate authority subordinate
to the Palestine Liberation Organization, out of
an understanding that the prisoners’ issue is
an issue that will be resolved as part of the
negotiations between the Palestine Liberation
Organization and Israel.

The postponement of the release after 2000
and the rage created due to it

26. As stated above, the payments to the
prisoners’ families are a long-standing tradition
from before the establishment of the

6,000 10-15
7,000 15-20
8,000 20-25
10,000 25-30
12,000 +30

V191 XY v 9 2y om7iwn ominon .20
D'MI20 D'N71IUN NIRIYRIN YONNN NIV i
12'K V'OXNI JWNNN 75191 "ORNNY 7201 DV}
D71y IMNSWn? omY71vnn 0MinonN ,NNNYN
.NATN

D'7UN2 NNIANNN 1INV Y'OX NNdWN .22
0won wa w300 nama ni?wn nooin 7apn
NNNIANAN 1INV V'OX NNOYN .A'NNN 71N
7w w500 7w NooIN 72N XYW N1 NLYA
.N'NNN P12 DMYON

DIV N21'VO79N NIYWIN T 7V PoVINY Y'OX .23
INIIDYN NAIA DX 7277 INNDWN 'wnn ,NOoNN
7V 17 D'Y'ANN D'I7WUNN DX DA YOXAN N9IPN]

...JNI' DN NNPNN '

NN 0M'oxn Twn 7011 2014 miva .24
N9190N NTI91 NIWN7 1901 N'V079N NNINTN
D'OXN NAIOY NIAN INNA ['0079 TNNWT [1ANY
[12IRN 2 n"INN NN20N2 TVO'NY NfAI0 KN
AR 1% '0079 NNy

axnv nytnl 2000 naw 'ANX YNNYD VIR N''NT
I'miIzYa

DN DN'OXN NINSWNY Dmi?wn ,7'wh nxd .26
N'MIN7N NIYIN Nngn D10 DY NDINX N1IoN

12




PMW &

Palestinian Media Watch

Palestinian National Authority, but the current
problem of the prisoners was created due to
the continuation of the interim stage beyond
the period that was determined for it in the
Oslo Accords. All of the security prisoners
were supposed to be released from
imprisonment in 2000 and to integrate into the
institutions of the Palestinian state when it is
established.

Attorney Jawad Amawi

(Amawi’s signature appears —Ed.)

Expert on prisoners’ affairs and Palestinian
financial legislation

July 19, 2017
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Salaries are not paid to non-terrorist criminals

As noted above, the PA law defines those entitled to a salary as ""Anyone imprisoned in the
occupation’s [Israel’s] prisons as a result of his participation in the struggle against the

occupation™'.

An article published in the official PA daily, Al-Hayat Al-Jadida, demonstrates that this definition
applies only to terrorists and not regular criminal,

In December 2015, an internal dispute started within the PA, when the PA decided to stop the salary
payments to a number of prisoners and released prisoners for various reasons. The halting of the
payments to criminal prisoners was explained by Secretary-General of the [PA] government Ali Abu
Diyak:

“Secretary-General of the [PA] government Ali Abu Diyak stated that the government is
obligated to provide all of the services to its people... and to pay the needs of Martyrs'
families, and the needs and salaries of prisoners in the Israeli occupation's prisons, and
released prisoners, according to the law... The government will not pay public funds to
people who are not entitled to them... the prisoners' salaries are paid to the fighter
prisoners, who were arrested due to their national struggle, and not to others ... it [the
government] will not pay allowances and salaries to criminal prisoners and others that are
not included in the framework of the law.™

[Official PA daily Al-Hayat Al-Jadida, Dec. 10, 2015, emphasis added]
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Karake’s involvement in the glorification of terrorist murderers

In addition to his involvement in the payment of the salaries to terrorists, Karake regularly glorifies
terrorists from all the different terrorist groups, including those convicted for the murder of
American citizens. Herein after are just a few examples:

1) Terrorist: Anas Jaradat

Crimes: Former leader of the Islamic Jihad terror organization in Jenin, Jaradat organized three car
bombings, in which numerous civilians were murdered:
e Attack on bus no. 830 from Tel Aviv to Tiberias, June 5, 2002 -17 murdered
e Attack at Karkour junction, Oct. 21, 2002- 14 murdered
e A third attempted attack was thwarted when a car loaded with hundreds of kilograms of
explosives was seized near Haifa, Sept. 5, 2002,
Sentence: 35 life sentences

As a gesture of solidarity, Karake visited Jaradat’s family in March 2017. [Official PA daily Al-
Hayat Al-Jadida, March 19, 2017]

2) Terrorist: Ahmad Jabarah Abu Sukkar (PLO)

Crime: Planned a bombing attack in 1975 in which a refrigerator filled with explosives was
detonated in Jerusalem- 15 murdered and over 60 wounded

Sentence: Sentenced to life in prison plus 30 years, but released from prison after 28 years as part of
a goodwill gesture from Israel to the PA in 2003

Karake attended the unveiling of an official monument erected in Abu Sukkar’s honor in July
2016, where he called the murderer of civilians a “great fighter” and said the monument was “an
expression of the loyalty and love of the Palestinian people for all the prisoners, both the Martyr
(Shahid) prisoners who died after a long struggle like fighter prisoner Abu Sukkar, as well as the
prisoners living in the prisons, Abu Sukkar’s comrades.” He added that the monument was a
“response” to Israel’s efforts “to charge the prisoners as terrorists and criminals. By establishing
this monument we are saying in this mass ceremony that the prisoners are freedom
prisoners... They are legitimate fighters and not criminals and terrorists.” [Official PA TV,
July 18, 2016] At the same ceremony, he stated: “We are proud of our prisoners, our Martyrs
(Shahids), and our fighters.” [YouTube channel of Ma’an, independent Palestinian news agency,
July 18, 2016]

3) Terrorist: Abdallah Barghouti (Hamas)

Crimes: Prepared explosives for 6 mass-casualty terror attacks that targeted civilians, including:
e Attack at the Sbharro restaurant in Jerusalem, Aug. 9, 2001 — 15 murdered
e Atriple attack at Ben Yehuda mall, Jerusalem, Dec. 1, 2001 — 11 murdered
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e Attack at Moment Café, Jerusalem, March 9, 2002 - 11 murdered

o Attack at Sheffield Club, Rishon LeZion, May 7, 2002 — 15 murdered

e Attack at Hebrew University, Jerusalem, July 31, 2002 - 9 murdered

e Attack on Bus no. 4 in Tel Aviv, Sept. 19, 2002 - 6 murdered
Sentence: 67 life sentences

As a gesture of solidarity, Karake visited Barghouti’s family in May 2013. [Al-Hayat Al-Jadida,
May 28, 2013]

Barghouti’s victims included American citizens.

4) Terrorists: Fahmi and Ramadan Mashahreh (brothers)

Crime: Planned a suicide bombing on a bus in Jerusalem on June 18, 2002- 19 civilians murdered
and 74 wounded

Sentence: 20 life sentences each

As a gesture of solidarity, Karake visited the family in January 2014 and congratulated it on the
birth of Fahmi Mashareh’s daughter Aziza, who was conceived through artificial insemination using

semen smuggled out of prison.

A picture from the visit shows Karake with holding the murderer’s baby.

[Official PA daily Al-Hayat Al-Jadida, Jan. 14, 2014]
5) Terrorist: Abbas Al-Sayid (Hamas)

Crimes: Planned two suicide bombings that deliberately targeted civilians:
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e Suicide bombing on a Jewish Passover Seder at Hotel Park on March 27, 2002- 30
civilians murdered and 140 wounded
e Suicide bombing outside a shopping mall in Netanya on May 18, 2001- 5 murdered
and 100 wounded
Sentence: 35 life sentences

As a gesture of solidarity, Karake visited Al-Sayid’s family in 2011. [Official PA daily Al-Hayat
Al-Jadida, Nov. 20, 2011]

6) Terrorist: Ibrahim Mas’ad

Crime: Together with an accomplice, Mas’ad fired 120 bullets at the Tzur family’s car as the family
drove home, murdering Ita Tzur, 42, and her son Ephraim, 11. Tzur’s husband and four daughters
were also wounded.

Date of attack: Dec. 11, 1996

Sentence: 2 life sentences plus an additional 25 years

As a gesture of solidarity, Karake visited Mas’ad’s family in December 2015. [Official PA daily
Al-Hayat Al-Jadida, Dec. 27, 2015]

7) Terrorist: Ali Sa’ada

Crime: Threw rocks at the car of Israeli civilian Asher Palmer, 25, as he drove with his baby son
Yonatan, causing a crash that killed both. Both victims were American citizens.

Date of crime: Sept. 23, 2011

Sentence: 2 life sentences and 50 years, in addition to 3.5 million shekels in punitive damages

Karake called on Sa’ada not to pay the compensation, because the payment has “the aim of
delegitimizing the [Palestinian] national resistance against the occupation.” [WAFA, official PA
news agency, Dec. 16, 2014] Chairman of the Palestinian Prisoners’ Club Qadura Fares similarly
warned all prisoners against paying punitive fines awarded by Israeli courts:

“Fares said that any legal cooperation with any ruling involving payment of compensation
would be considered a violation of the national resolution, as it would be acknowledgement
of the prisoner’s struggle against the occupation as an erroneous act that requires an
apology and compensation [to Israel].”

[Official PA daily, Al-Hayat Al-Jadida, Mar. 3, 2015]

8) Terrorists: Abd Al-Jawad and Muhammad Yusuf Shamasneh (brothers)

Crimes: Carried out several murders, including:
e Together with their cousin Ibrahim Shamasneh, they kidnapped Israeli teenagers
Lior Tubul and Ronen Karmani and stabbed them to death on Aug. 4, 1990
e Murdered taxi driver Rafi Doron in October 1990.
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e Abd Al-Jawad Shamasneh also murdered an Israeli soldier in March 1993
Sentences: Abd Al-Jawad Shamasneh is serving 4 life sentences
Muhammad Yusuf Shamasneh is serving 3 life sentences

As a gesture of solidarity, Karake visited the brothers’ family in Dec. 2013 [Al-Hayat Al-Jadida,
Dec. 5, 2013]

9) Terrorist: Wafa Idris, first female Palestinian suicide bomber

Crime: Blew herself up on Jaffa Road in central Jerusalem- 1 civilian murdered and over 100
wounded
Date of attack: Jan. 27, 2002

As a gesture of solidarity, Karake visited Idris’ family on Aug. 27, 2012. [Al-Ayyam, Aug. 30,
2012]

10) Terrorist: Ahmed Muhammad Ka’abna

Crime: Stabbed to death 2 young Israeli women, Hagit Zavitsky and Liat Kastiel, at the Wadi Kelt
nature reserve in 1997
Sentence: 2 life sentences

As a gesture of solidarity, Karake visited Ka’abna’s family on Aug. 27, 2012. [Al-Ayyam, Aug.
30, 2012] The following month, Karake attended the wedding of Ka’abna’s daughter [Official
PA TV, Sept. 7, 2012]

11) Terrorist: Qahera Al-Sa’adi

Crime: Transported a suicide bomber who blew himself up on King George Street in central
Jerusalem- 3 civilians murdered and 80 injured

Date of attack: March 21, 2002

Sentence: Sentenced to 3 life sentences, but released in Oct. 2011 as part of the Shalit prisoner
exchange deal brokered between the Israeli government and Hamas.

Karake visited Al-Sa’adi’s home in July 2011 and awarded Sa’adi’s daughter “a laptop
computer, as a token of esteem for her success... [which] is the most beautiful gift to her mother and
to all the men and women prisoners.” [Official PA daily Al-Hayat Al-Jadida, Aug. 1, 2011]

12) Terrorists: Alaa and Yusuf Al-Skafi (brothers)

Crime: As members of the terrorist organization the Al-Agsa Martyrs' Brigades (Fatah  military
wing), they recruited terrorists to commit suicide attacks.

Sentence: Alaa Al-Skafi was given 1 life sentence
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Yusuf Al-Skafi was given 4 life sentences

As a gesture of solidarity, Karake visited their father in Jan. 2017. [Official PA daily Al-Hayat
Al-Jadida, Jan. 15, 2017]

Karake’s glorification of these terrorist murderers follows his, and the PA’s belief that the murderers
are legitimate fighters.

In one statement to Palestinian television, Karake described 3 of the most notorious murderers of
civilians, including Abdallah Barghouti and Abbas Al-Sayid mentioned above, as “Palestinian
Authority symbols and prisoner symbols.” In other words, because of the large number of civilians
they killed, Issa Karake glorifies these terrorists as paragons and national heroes:

"There is a situation of much questioning among the prisoners... following the [prisoner]
exchange deal, and especially the non-inclusion of Palestinian Authority symbols and
prisoner symbols, such as Marwan Barghouti (5 life sentences for murders), Ahmad Sa'adat,
Abdallah Barghouti (67 life sentences for murder of 66 in suicide bombings he planned),
Abbas Al-Sayid (35 life sentences for deaths of 35 Israelis in suicide bombings he planned)...
and other heroes and fighters."

[PA TV (Fatah), Oct. 17, 2011]

More recently, Karake emphasized that “the Palestinian prisoners are freedom prisoners and legal
fighters for freedom and honor, and that the Israeli occupation is using organized terror and
supporting Jewish and settlement terror against the Palestinian people.”

[Facebook page of the PLO Commission of Prisoners’ Affairs, April 17, 2017]

Inciting terror

In addition to all the above, Issa Karake is also incited terror. In an op-ed that he wrote and
published on his own website and in the most popular Palestinian daily, he explicitly called for
violence and terror.

"They [the prisoners] are being murdered [by Israel] in silence, through an official and planned
method. They are melting, bleeding, and dissipating. If one prisoner will fall, the entire world will
fall. The world will die if a Palestinian prisoner will die...

Do not make us receive bodies from the occupation's prisons. There's nothing left to say, and there is
no need for journalism, media, analyses, and speculations. ... The prisoners are currently struggling
for their lives. Break the pens, look for a gun and bullets. Do not look at your watches, the time
is up... Enough, we have received 10 Martyrs [from the prisons] (Shahids) since 2013, and we held
the occupation responsible a thousand times and demanded to put it on trial, to demand an
accounting from it, and to convict it over the crimes against humanity that it is committing in the
prisons. [But] nothing has happened. The prisoners continue to come out of the prison gates
inanimate and strangled. Enough, let every one of us look for a gun and bullets...
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Now I curse my helplessness. We would need a permit from the Israeli Civil and Military
Administration (sic., Israeli Civil Administration) in order to live and go from place to place. And if
we defend our lives, we must pay them compensation and be dragged into their military courts for
them to accuse us of whatever they want and declare that they have caught us, 'the terrorists.'
Enough, let every one of us look for a gun and bullets... *

[Website of the PLO Commission of Prisoners' Affairs, May 24, 2017

and Al-Quds, May 25, 2017]
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